
                                                      

Prof. Boreth Ly 
Art History 2500 (Spring 2008) 
Section:  2: Asian Art and Visual Culture 
Lecture: Monday, Wednesday, and Friday: 10:45 am to 11:35 am 
Location:  Art Building, room 158 
Office: Art Building, room 156 
Office Hours: Wednesdays: 2:00 -3:30 pm 
Extension: 5-9128 
E-mail: Boreth.Ly@utah.edu 
 
Note: Revised 02/22/08 

 
Introduction to Asian Art and Visual Culture 

  
Course Description: 
 
This course introduces the arts and architecture of Asia (South, Southeast Asia, 
China, Japan, and Korea). We will begin by looking at the material remains of 
early cultures and end with 19th-century Japanese print and painting. Students 
will learn the various approaches to the history of art and visual culture in Asia. 
Moreover, students will learn how to write and to think critically about visual 
images.  
 
Required Texts:  
 
Sherman E. Lee, A History of Far Eastern Art. New York: Prentice Hall, Inc., and 
Harry N. Abrams, Inc., 2004 (Fifth edition)  
 
Rebecca M. Brown and Deborah S. Hutton, eds.,  Asian Art. Malden, MA: 
Blackwell Publishing, 2006.   
 
Both textbooks are available for purchase at the University Bookstore located at:  
 
270 South 1500 East  
Phone: 581-6326. 
Store hours: M, W, Th, F: 8:00 am to 5:30 pm 
Saturdays: 11:00 am to 4:00 pm 
Sundays: Closed 
 
Course Requirements and Grades 
 
A. Class attendance is mandatory. (It will be 10% of the final grade, and I will 

take roll.) 
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Note: The following personal events are not acceptable excuses for missing 
lecture:  

1)   Getting married 
2) Going on a honeymoon 
3) Going on a vacation (e.g., a cruise with your mother) 
 
 

B. Students must do the assigned readings in the reader (or course packet) and 
textbooks and be ready to demonstrate their knowledge of these readings in 
class discussions as well as on the take-home midterm and final exams. 
 
Breakdown of the final grade:  
 
1) Class attendance is mandatory (it will be 10 % of the final grade) 

      
2) Students must do the assigned readings in the textbooks and be ready to show 
your knowledge of these readings in class-discussion and on both the mid-term 
and final ESSAY exams. 
 
3) One short writing Assignments (1-2 pages double-spaced, 20%) 
4) Take-home Mid-term (35%) 
5) Take-home Final Exam (35%)  
 
NB: 
 
A. There will be no handing in of late take-home Mid-term and Final Exams and 
Writing Assignments. In cases of emergency, please let me know before the date 
of the exam and provide documentation (e.g., a note from your doctor).  
 
B. I will accept no late writing assignments or take-home and final exam essays. 
 
C. Students who practice academic dishonesty, such as cheating on the exams 
and plagiarizing their papers, will risk failing the course. Please refer to the 
University of Utah student “Policies and Procedures Manual” 
http://www.sa.utah.edu/code/ 
 
Accommodation Policies: 
 
 
 1) If you have a documented disability and anticipate needing accommodation in this 
course, please make arrangements to meet with me as soon as possible. Please request 
that the Counselor for Students with Disabilities send a letter verifying your disability. 
Please call the Center for Disability Services at (801) 581-5020 to make the necessary 
arrangements. 



 3 

 
2) Some of the writings, lectures, films, or presentations in this course may include 
materials that conflicts with the core beliefs of some students. Please review the syllabus 
carefully to see if the course is one that you are committed to taking. If you have a 
concern please discuss it with me at your earliest convenience.  
 
 
 Videos and DVDs on Reserve at the Multimedia Center, Marriott 
Library: 
 
John Junkerman, Dream Window (Video: SB458 .D74 1992) 
 
Tentative schedule of lectures, readings, writing assignments, 
and exams: 
 
Week 1: January 7-11: Early Material Cultures of Asia 
 

Read:  Sherman E. Lee, A History of Far Eastern Art: 18-28  
(here after S. Lee) 

 
Note:  Study map of Asia on: 14-15 
 
Week 2: January 14-18: Chinese Art from the Shang through the  

Zhou Period  
 

Read: S. Lee, pp. 29-56 
 
Wu Hung, “The Nine Tripods and Traditional Chinese Concepts of 
Monumentality,” and “Shang and Zhou Inscription” in Rebecca M. Brown 
and Deborah S. Hutton, eds., Asian Art (Malden, MA: Blackwell 
Publishing, 2006), pp. 201-214. (Here after Brown and Hutton eds., Asian 
Art) 

 
Week 3: January 21-25: The Expansion of Early Chinese Culture 
 

Read: S. Lee, pp. 57-78 
 
Lothar Ledderose, “A Magic Army for the Emperor” in Brown and 
Hutton, eds., Asian Art, pp. 218-136. 

 
 
Note: Monday, January 21 is Martin Luther King Jr. Day (no class) 
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Week 4: January 28-February 1: Early Buddhist Art in India 
 

Read: S. Lee, pp. 80-129 
 
“Edicts of the Indian Mauryan Emperor Ashoka” and “The Great Ape 
Jataka and “Ruru Jataka: Selections from the Jataka in Brown and Hutton, 
eds., Asian Art,  pp. 13-20.  
 
“The Country of Khotan and the Image Procession” and the Image 
Procession and the Charitable Hospital”: Selections from A Record of the 
Buddhist Countries” Fa-Hsien [Faxian] in Brown and Hutton, eds., Asian 
Art, pp. 30-33. 

 
Week 5: February 4-8: Hindu Art and Architecture in India 
 

Read: S. Lee, pp. 238-245 
 
“Varaha, The Boar,” Brahma, Vishnu, and the Linga of Shiva” etc. in 
Brown and Hutton, eds., Asian Art, pp. 34-42. 
 
Vidya Dehejia, “Reading Love Imagery on the Indian Temple,” in Brown 
and Hutton, eds., Asian Art, pp. 71-82. 
 

Week 6: February 11- 15: Hindu and Buddhist Art and 
Architecture of Southeast Asia 
 

Read: S. Lee, pp. 137-150 and 263-284 
 
Louis Frederic, “Excerpts from Borobudur,” in Brown and Hutton, eds., 
Asian Art, pp. 57-70  
 
Eleanor Mannikka, “Excerpts from Angkor Wat: Time, Space, Kingship,” 
in Brown and Hutton, eds., Asian Art, pp. 83-92 

 
 
Week 7: February 18-22: Professor Ly is away at a conference (no 
class on Wednesday and Friday) 
 
Note: Monday, February 18th is President’s Day (no class) 
 
Week 8: February 25-29: The Expansion of Buddhist Art to East 
Asia 
 

Read: S. Lee, pp. 151-188 
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William H. Coaldrake, “Ise Jingu,” in Brown and Hutton, eds., Asian Art, 
pp. 261-274. 
 
“Proclamation of the Emperor Shomu on the Erection of the Great 
Buddha Image,” in Brown and Hutton, eds., Asian Art, pp. 275-277.  
 
Arya Shura,  “The Tigress,” in Brown and Hutton, eds., Asian Art, pp. 237- 
242.  
 
Re-Read: “The Country of Khotan and the Image Procession” and the 
Image Procession and the Charitable Hospital”: Selections from A Record 
of the Buddhist Countries” Fa-Hsien [Faxian] in Brown and Hutton, eds., 
Asian Art, pp. 30-33. 

 
 
Week 9: March 3-7: The Rise of Painting in China   
 

Read: S. Lee, pp. 286-312 and 363-371 
 
The Six Laws of Xie He in Brown and Hutton, eds., Asian Art, pp. 242-246. 
 
Wen C. Fong, “Of Nature and Art: Monumental Landscape,” in Brown  
and Hutton, eds., Asian Art, pp. 278-288. 
 
Guo Xi’s Writings on Landscape Painting in Brown and Hutton, eds., Asian 
Art, pp. 289-294. 

 
Note:  An In-Class Take-home Mid-term Exam Essays scheduled for Monday, 
March 3, 2008. I will accept no late Take-home Mid-term Exam Essays! 
 
 
Note: Writing Assignment due in class on Friday, March 7, 2007. I will accept no 
late Writing Assignments! 
 
Week 10: March 10-14: The Beginnings of the Developed Japanese 
Art Styles 
 

Read: S. Lee, pp. 314-357 
 
Samuel C. Morse, “Jocho’s Statue of Amida at the Byodoin and Cultural  
Legitimation in Late Hein Japan,” in Brown and Hutton, eds., Asian Art, 
pp. 295-310. 
 

Week 11: March 17-21: Spring Break (no class) 



 6 

 
Week 12: March 24-28: Chinese Art of the Song Dynasty  
 

Read:  S. Lee, pp. 358-383 
 
Note: Writing Assignment # 2 due in class on Friday, March 28, 2008. I will accept 
no Late writing Assignments! 
 
Week 13: March 31-April 4: Japanese Art of the Muromachi Period 
 

Read: S. Lee, pp. 417-449 
 
Week 14: April 7-11: Later Chinese Art  
 

Read: S. Lee, pp. 450-509 
 

Craig Clunas, “Practices of Vision,” in Brown and Hutton, eds., Asian Art, 
pp. 352-361. 
 
Nancy Shatzman Steinhardt, Chinese Imperial City Planning (excerpt) in 
Brown and Hutton, eds., Asian Art, pp. 362-375. 

 
Week 15: April 14-18 Japanese Art of the Momoyama and Edo 
Period 
 

Read: S. Lee, pp. 510-556 
  
 Kendall H. Brown, “Symbolic Virtue and Political Legitimation: Tea and  

Politics in the Momoyama Period,” in Brown and Hutton, eds., Asian Art, 
pp. 338-351. 

 
Film: John Junkerman, Dream Window (1992) 
 
Week 16: April 21-25: Reading Week 
 
Note: Thursday, April 24 is Reading Day (no class) 
  
Note: Your Take-home Final Exam Essays due in class on Friday, 
April 25, 2007 before 5:00 pm in Professor Boreth Ly’s 
Departmental Mailbox located in the Main Office of Department of 
Art and Art History. I will accept no late Take-home Final Exam 
Essays! 
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